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* Response to written questions was not available at the time this hearing went to press. 

WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. BYRON L. DORGAN TO HON. RON HIS 
HORSE IS THUNDER * 

Question 1. Can you please describe the Standing Rock Tribe’s Court system? 
Please indicate whether there is an appellate court system, public defenders’ office, 
and other relevant information. 

Question 2. How do you the BIA could more effectively performing its law enforce-
ment duties for direct service tribes like Standing Rock? 

Question 3. In their testimony, the Interior and Justice Departments indicated 
their opposition to Section 305 of the draft bill that would increase tribal court sen-
tencing authority to 3 years imprisonment. The agencies stated their concern that 
the provision could adversely impact defendants’ constitutional rights in tribal 
courts. Please discuss your thoughts on the protection of constitutional rights in the 
Standing Rock Tribal Court system? 

Question 4. You mentioned that Operation Dakota Peacekeeper is already pro-
viding increased enforcement of crimes on your Reservation. Can you please addi-
tional details on the effects of the Operation, identify the most positive aspects of 
the Operation, and provide a recommendation of what essential components of the 
program should be maintained. 

WRITTEN QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY HON. LISA MURKOWSKI TO HON. RON HIS HORSE 
IS THUNDER * 

Question 1. This draft bill authorizes the Drug Enforcement Administration to 
award technical assistance grants to tribal law enforcement agencies. What other 
recommendations do you have to improve relations between Indian tribes and the 
DEA and drug abuse prevention and interdiction in Indian Country? 

Question 2. Your testimony suggested improving the availability of housing on the 
Indian reservations to assist in recruiting and retaining law enforcement officers. 
What other recommendations do you have to assist in the recruitment and retention 
of law enforcement officers? 

Question 3. The Department of ,Justice has raised several concerns about pro-
viding declination reports to tribal justice officials and indicated that releasing case 
files to the tribal prosecutors may generate potentially discoverable material. You 
suggested that the federal prosecutors should release the entire case file to tribal 
prosecutors so they may proceed accordingly. 

How could tribes protect the confidentiality of such information so that it does not 
impede the successful prosecution of offenders in either the tribal or federal courts? 

Question 4. The Operation Dakota Peacekeeper program has increased the num-
ber of law enforcement officers on your reservation. However, you had indicated con-
cerns regarding the temporary nature of that program. Would it be more beneficial 
to the law enforcement efforts and public safety in general to make permanent 
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